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The Granny Awards 
The cast of the Granny Awards performed at 

our MHSD Telethon on March 13. They did a 
great job and were excellent representatives of 
our school! Rehearsals continue on Tuesdays at 

lunch and Thursdays after school. A date for 
our performance will be announced once final 

arrangements have been discussed. Please 
watch for notices. If you 
are able to help with cos-

tumes or props, please con-
tact Mrs. Donner, Ms. 

Bryan or Mrs. Reiniger. 
Thank you! 
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Parking Lot: 
Everyone is reminded the parking lot is for staff  and handicapped parking only.  Parents 
dropping students off should not use the parking lot to do this as it is not safe for  our stu-
dents.  The Medicine Hat Police will be ticketing vehicles that are parked in handicapped 
parking without proper stickers and will be checking school parking lots on a regular basis. 
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Rm.14 Garage Sale! 
In addition to Educa-
tion week, the Grade 

Sixes will be having a 
Garage Sale on Friday, 
May 6 at noon. Please 
support their decision 
to leave a legacy as 

they will be purchasing fidget tools and other 
items in relation to our Building Capacity 

Project even though they will be leaving for 
high school in the fall. More details will be 

sent out closer to the date. 

Mark this date on your calendar:  Safety City will be hosting a “Bike Rodeo” at Webster Niblock School on May 
26th from 4-7pm.  This is hosted by Safety City and is for all children and parents in the community.  Students are in-

vited to bring their bikes and helmets.  There will be more information available closer to May.   
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Education Week 
2011, May 2 – May 6 
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March 17, 2011 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
Re:  A Message to Parents Concerning Education Budget Announcements 
 
The trustees of Medicine Hat School District No. 76 want to keep you informed about how the recent budget an-
nouncements from the Government of Alberta have presented a challenge to us in our efforts to continue to provide a 
top quality education to your children.  In order to do this a little background information is useful. 
 
Firstly, you should know that local school jurisdictions have only the revenue provided by the provincial government.  
Four years ago the government made a deal with the Alberta Teachers’ Association that guaranteed salaries would in-
crease according to a set formula.  Previously, local school boards would negotiate with their own teachers to set wage 
increases.  The provincial government believed at the time that this agreement would bring “labour peace” for five 
years. Local school boards across the province, including Medicine Hat School District No. 76, agreed to work with 
the government and the ATA to implement this agreement if the government guaranteed they would increase funding 
to the boards to cover the costs of these higher salaries.  The government gave such a guarantee in writing.  In the next 
year (school year 2011-12) that formula requires that teachers receive a salary increase of 4.4%.  
 
Secondly, you need to know that the government provides money to school boards in a wide variety of grants.  There 
is the “basic grant” and then there are a whole series of other grants.  It is true that the government increased the “basic 
grant” by 4.4%.  In the case of M.H.S.D. #76 this grant increase amounts to $1,863,000.  Thus the government claims 
that they have fulfilled their commitment to fund the salary increases.  It is also true that the government has cut, and 
even eliminated, other grants.  In our case these budget cuts amount to $1,739,000 by the end of the 2012-13 school 
year.  In effect, the provincial government has put money in one pocket while immediately removing it from our other 
pocket.  Consequently, the government has put us in a position of being required to increase our salary expenses by far 
more than the dollars they provide to cover those required expenses.  Unless some adjustments are made, our board 
will have a huge annual deficit of almost $1.7 MILLION.  Clearly this is unsustainable and some adjustments will 
have to be made. 
 
Over the next two months we will work to put together a proposed budget with a view to do all we can to minimize the 
impact on children in the classroom.  As has been our practice, we will release that proposed budget to the public in 
advance of any final approval by the Board of Trustees.  We ask your patience with this process, and we will continue 
to keep you informed as updated information becomes available. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Terry Riley 
Chair, Medicine Hat School District No. 76 

           Medicine Hat School District No. 76 
�

 
  601 – 1st Avenue S.W., Medicine Hat, Alberta    T1A 4Y7    Fax: (403) 529-5339    Phone: (403) 528-6701 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
April Fool’s Day 
 
Safety City Pres-
entation 
 
NO School for Kin-
dergarten Students 
 

2 

3 4 
Money due for 
Hot Dog Day 

5 6 7 8 
Hot Dog Day –
Theme: “! �����
+�G �.�F�

9 

10 11 
 
 
 

12 13 14 
 
 
School Council 
Meeting 6:30pm 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
Good Friday  
No School 
 
 

23 

24 25 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 30 

April 2011 


